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F all the affections of the human 
mind, there is not one, perhaps, 
which acts upon it with greater 
force, than curioſity; and this 
principle is never ſo powerfully excited in 
us, as when any perſon appears in the 
world, whoſe conduct by ſome means or 


other, becomes the ſubject of publick con- 
verſation. | 


A. FROM 
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__ From that moment, almoſt every man 
grows intereſted in his affairs, and if (as is 
often, nay, commonly the caſe) the birth 
and former life of the object of our en- 
quiries, have happened to be obſcure, it 
only makes us the more inquiſitive, and 
eager to learn ſomething, (no matter what) 
which in appearance, at leaft, may gratify 

the ardent deſire we have to be acquàmted 
with his private circumſtances, . 1 


Tuis ſpirit is extremely predominant in 


| theſe our Britiſh Iſlands: not to mention 


the accounts which are conſtantly printed 
of the birth, parentage and education of 
every maleſactor that is executed at Ty- 
burn, which accounts are always bought 
up with avidity, and muſt therefore be 
highly acceptable to the public; I could 
give an hundred ſtrange and very recent 
inſtances of the uncommon warmth with 
which we Engliſh purſue the kind of know- 
ledge I am here ſpeaking u f. 


No thete are a ſociety of Auricular Bi- 
Ographiers, who either through the vanity of 
* being thought wiſer than their neighbours,, 


EY 


N 


TT. 
or through a willingneſs to gratify the de- 
mands of their friends, though at the ex. 
pence of veracity, are always ready upon 
thoſe occaſions, to anſwer whatever queſti- | 


ons are put to them; and as their chief 


fund is, mvention, they wilt tell you, the 


father, mother, country, occupation and 


eligion of a perſon, though they know no 
0 of him than of the Cham of Tarta- 


ry; nay, ſome of theſe extemporary hiſto- 


; I - 


rlans will in the heat of their narratives, de- 
ſcend to the moſt minute particulars ; and 
tell you, the molF trifling and moſt ſecret 
tranſactions of a man's private life, by 
which lies and abſurdities are heaped: upon 
one another, till truth is almoſt impoſſible 

10 be h il. 


I do not remember, that for a great 
while thefe genius's have exerciſed their 
talents of intelligence in a larger field than 
of late: Monſieur Thurot has been an 
happy ſubje& for them, and our news- pa- 
pers have been very faithful retailers of 
their ſeveral accounts. * 


: : 


In the courſe of a few weeks I have 
known him to be a Scotchman, an En- 
gliſhman, and an Hibernian ; he was ſuc- 

| | ceſſively 


a 


ceſſively the the young pretender, a re- 
formed pirate, and a baſtard of the blood 
royal of France; and I make no doubt that 
if he had kept the ſeas a little longer, he 
would in his turn have been the brother of 
the Grand Turk, or the nephew of the 
Pope of Rome, unleſs the news- papers 
had thought fit to give us broad hints, that 
he was thoſe very great perſonages them 
ſelves in diſguiſe. 


* 


Bur let us ſee, what we can gather from 
Thurot himſelf, from his behaviour L 
mean, to tell us what he was; why that 
will inform us, which is all that tlie gene- 
rality-of the world knows of him, that he 
was one of the braveſt, the moſt humane, 
and beſt accompliſhed commanders of the 
age in which he lived: that will inform us, 
| | that he was an honour. to his country, 

though his country ſhould: be Lapland or 
|| the deſerts of Arabia; and that however 
| meanly he might be deſcended, his actions 
| have ennobled and made him illuſtrious. 
Perhaps his anceſtors are but obſcure, yet; 
poſterity ſhall never forget him, while the- 
merit of a. ſoldier. is in eſtem. 


- * 


0 ; 


. 
Tu perſon who is now employed in 
writing theſe papers was long and inti- 
mately acquainted with the extraordinary 
man of whom he is about to treat; ſeveral 
letters written with Thurot's own hand are 
at preſent lying before him, and it is out 
of regard to his memory, and as a mark 
of the - friendſhip which he had for him 
* while living, that he is prevailed upon to 
take up the pen, in order to give the pub- 
lick ſuch an account of him, as from a 
= ftrit intimacy with him might be ſuppo- 
fed to come to his knowledge. This he is 
2 certain of, that he will alledge nothing but 
what he gathered from Thurot's own 
mouth, and in that caſe nothing but what 
may well be taken for the cloſeſt matters 
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Tux famous Captain Thurot who has 
of late taken up ſo much of the diſcourſe 
of theſe three Kingdoms, was neither an 

Engliſn, an Triſh; nor a Scotchman, but was 

born at Boulogne in France, his father and 

mother being both natives of the ſame 
place. But he was of Iriſh extraction, his 

Z grandfather whoſe name was Farrel, and 

was a _—_— in the Iriſh army under King 

James the Second, going off with that 

nde fromlreland, 
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1A "OE that FER Canin Thurot 
was here in England he ſhewed me à ſmall 
gold buckle; with four diamonds, in it, 
which King James had given to way e 
"Wer; SER tho onen e 


2 — Ak his Majeſty iy water at Dun- 
cannon- Fort in the county of Wexford. in 
Ireland, in order to make the beſt of his way 
to France, juſt as he got into the Boat, the 
wind being very high, his hat was blown 
into the water; however ſuch was his hur- 
y to be gone, that he would not let - his 
people delay to take it up again: upon 
which, Captain Farrel preſented his Ma- 
Jeſty his hat, and the king when they 
came to the houſe, inſtead -of returning 
it, ordered that Farrel ſhould have one 
of his own royal ' beavers, in the band of 
_ was the beferementioned buckle 
at the ſame time, with his uſual 
tbility,)- that theugh he could not 
bee . 1 a n 0s 
engt 8 hat. 11 
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— 9 Ning Ns the Lende lie, 
384; reſidence; at St. Germains,, Captain 
Farrel was one of his houſhold; ther 
1 of the bed-chamber to his 
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Majeſty or the Queen; and while he at- 
tended upon the abdicated monarch, he 
paid his addreſs to Madamoiſelle Thurot, 
whoſe uncle was a member of the parlia- 
ment of Paris. 1 


* 


H married her, but To great was the 
diſpleaſure of all the young lady's friends, 
that none of them would look upon her; 
and three years after the death of his royal 
maſter, poor Farrel was at Boulogne, 
X where he retired in hopes that ſome of 
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his wWife's relations living there would have 
gg more compaſſion than thoſe he had left 


in the metropolis: but he was miſtaken, 
for here he had no money to live upon 
but a very ſmall penſion which Queen 
Catherine allowed to all the diſcharged 
 fervants of the deceaſed King. 


Ar Boulogne our Thurot's father was 
born, but not till three months after his 
= own father's death: nor did Madam 
Farrel herſelf outlive her huſband much 
above a year; fo that the boy being 
taken by his mother's relations, on who 
alone he was to hope for maintenance 
and preferment, when he grew up he 

8 5 Went 
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ne 
went by their name, and there we may 
account for the puzzling difference be- 


tween the names of Farrel and Thurot, 


and find ſomie weak foundation for the 
many falſe reports that have gone about 
of late concerning Thurot's nation and 
quality. g | 


Orp Thurot is now alive at Boulogne; 
I cannot ſay®that I know much of his cir- 
cumſtances, though I have often heard 
his ſon ſpeak of him with much reve- 
rence and affection, and have ſeen let- 
ters from the old gentleman to him. 


To the beſt of my knowledge Captain 
Thurot told me, his father was originally 
bred to the law; but T am particularly 
ſure of the circumſtance of his having 
| had three wives, the ſecond of which 


If was called Picard, a vintner's daughter; 


and this was the mother of our Thurot. 


remarkable accident happened . at his 
chriſtening, to which he in a great meaſure 
owed his late high fortune. 


803 died in child · birth of him, and a 
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While liis father held him at the font 
to be made a member of tlie Chriſtians 
Church, his mother was receiving the 
laſt office, that of Sepulture, without in 
the Church- yard; this had. ſuch an effect 
upon Thurot, who had been a very tender 
huſband, that the tears ſtreamed from his. 
eyes in great abundance. 1 


Ir is the cuſtom in Roman, Catholic 
countries about Chriſtmas, at which ſea- 
ſon of the year this happened, for ladies 
of the firſt diſtinction to go into Churches 
and offer themſelves as ſponſors, for what- 


ever children are brought to be baptized. 


. 


Ons madam Tallard a woman of great 
rank and fortune, was now ſtanding for 
little Thurot, and obſerving the extteme 


agony in which the father of the child 


appeared, enquired what was the cauſe 
of it; the prieſt informed her. 


sue was touched with ſo melancholy. 


an occaſion, it put her upon aſking ſome 


more particulars about the family of 
Thurot ; ſhe made him a handſome pre- 
ſent, and deſired that if the boy ſhould: 
live till ſhe returned again into thoſe 

. parts, 


* I 
89 BE. 
4 ot 


| 


7 


_ only in glory. 


42 1 have already ſaid, that Thurot's 
grand-father was an Iriſhman. When 
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5 L121 
parts, he might be ſent to ſee her. 
During Captain Thurot's infancy, and 
till he was a well-grown lad, he received 
many inſtances of friendſhip from his 
kind god mother, but it was not till 
within theſe very few years that he ex- 
perienced thoſe very eſſential ones from 
her family, which to him however ended 


our hero was about fifteen years of age, 
one Farrel came to Boulgone, who by 
fore means or other got acquainted with 


old Thurot, and learning the origin of 


the family claimed relationſhip. 


Tuts man was the commander of a 
veſſel, and uſed to ſmuggle goods; he 
aſſured old Thurot, that the houſe of 
the O'Farrels was ſtill a flouriſhing houſe 
in Connaught, and offered, if he would 


let his young ſon go over with him to 
make his fortune. 


Tus lad was extremely ſprightly, un- 
commonly beautiful, and of a great cou- 
rage, he had been taught to read and 
write, which was all his father could do 
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for him, beſides he was now married to 


another wiſe, and had a growing family, 
ſo that he was glad to provide for him at 
any rate, therefore without much reluc- 
tance, accepted of Captain Farret's pro- 
poſals. 0 | | 


Vous Thurot was equipt at the ex- 


pence of his Iriſh couſin, and ſet out with 
a light heart and a thin pair of breetches : 


they were bound for. Limerick in the 
Weſt of Ireland, but ſtopped at the Iſle 
of Man upon ſome buſineſs of the ſmug- 
glers. And here young Thurot taking 
ſome diſguſt, reſuſed to follow his couſin 
O' Farrel any farther, ; 


IT is a much eaſier matter to get a foot- 
ing in the He of Man, than to get off from 
it; and after Farrel had failed away, which 
he did in a paſſion, as we may well ſuppoſe, 
with Thurot, it was ſome time before a 
ſhip bound for France came into the port; 
ſo that our young adventurer was obliged 
to look about him for ſupport. I have ſaid 
before he was a handſome ſpirited lad: ; 


2 a gentleman of Angleſey took a fancy 0 


him, and he entered into his ſervice. 


Tuis perſon was old in the trade. of 
running goods, and had ſeveral ſmall veſſels 
continually on the _= between the Iſle of 

= Man 


_ 


| [14] 

Man and Ireland laden with contraband 
commodities ; with theſe he frequently ſent 
{| Thurot ; and cnce ſtationed him for ele- 
ven months at Carlingford in Ireland, in 
order that he might (being lodged with a 
factor of his) manage ſome affairs of the 
ſmuggling kind that were of more than 
ordinary conſequence, and which he was 
extremely expert in. 


In this place he acquired his firſt know- 1 
ledge of the Engliſh tongue; and in the 
end he determined, inſtead of returning to 
the ifle of Man to go to Dublin, and ſee T7 
+ | whether he could not learn ſome certain = 
ll tidings of thoſe relations of his, about 
whom he had fo often heard. He ſeldom 
| Il! |. formed a reſolution without putting it in 
Will | practice; and accordingly ſet out for 

| Lion. with, 25 he told me himfelf, about 

eleven ſhillings in his pocket. 


—— 
” 


| WurrurR Thurot ever met with any 
of his Iriſh kinsfolk, or whether, if he did, 
he received any kindneſs and entertain- 
ment from them, I cannot ſay; but he was 
in very ſtraight circumſtances in Dublin, 
and reduced ſo low, that he was glad to 
accept of an offer to enter into a great 
family, which he did in quality of valet 
de chambre to the Lady of Lord B— —, 
ET „ © 5 
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1 
perſons of vaſt fortune and alliances in the 


in the kingdom of Ireland. 3 


Here he lived near two years, going by 
the name of Dauphine, and might perhaps 
have lived much longer, but for a moſt 
unhappy affair which happened in the 
family, and which made a great noiſe in 
the world. Thurot was in high favour 
with his miſtreſs, and was ſuſpected-of be- 
ing her. confidant :. but he was a man of 
too nice notions, and had the punctilios of 
honour in too much regard to be of ſervice 
to any one in ſuch. a fort of buſineſs. Be 
that as it will, he was diſmiſſed his Lord» 
ſhips ſervice, as was at the ſame time my 
Lady's woman, with whom young Thurot 
was on very good terms. | 7 


TavrxorT was of a warm temper, eſpe- 
cially upon any thing lke an inſult, and 


Lord B— having laid things to his charge, 


of which he knew himſelf innocent, he 
was not backward in ſpeaking his mind, 
perhaps too freely of his Lordſhip ; which 
ſoon made Dublin a very improper place 
for him to remain in. . | 


Hrs: friend, the waiting woman, whoſe} 
name, I think was Lynch, was ſoon after 


her diſmiſſion from the family of Lord 
B—— received into that of the Earl of 
— who had a great eltate in the 


C2 North 


B . 
North of Ireland, and going down thither 
the following ſummer, Thurot who was 
of a roving diſpoſition, made no difficulty 


to follow his guondam fellow-ſervant, tho 
in no capacity or buſineſs. 


In thjs place he made himſelf acceptable 
| 5 ok gentlemen and to the Earl of 
„by his ſkill in ſporting ; but his 
en being near the ſea, and the op- 
poſite coaſt of Scotland favouring the 
curſed trade of ſmuggling, in which he 
was a much greater maſter than in 
cocking or hunting, he ſoon got in with 
a gang of thoſe people. 


— — 9 Os 
—— — 
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He was of the moſt. obliging and ge- 
I nerous diſpoſition that I ever knew any 


man in my life, and as he was young 
and ſprightly and of a warm conſtitution, 
it is in vain to deny that he had many 
ll intreagues, in which he made no ſeruple 
Hof beſtowing upon his favourites a piece of 
India ſtuff for a gown, a yard or two of 
muſlin, a pound of tea, and ſuch things; 
which by degrees getting wind, other 
i women of the better fort applied to him 
ll for ſome of theſe things in the merchantile 
way. SEG | 


Tun uſual mathe of the ſraugyſer 
was never to fell any of theſe things in 
| | the North, but tranſport them to Dublin 

. * | on 


at 


A 
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of Scotland. 5 by 


1 IS 8 
on little cars with butter, and ſuch 
country merchandize ; by which means 


they eſcaped the danger of a familiar 


and open trade, and eſcaped the vigi- 
lance of the cuſtom-houſe officers. ph 

TavroT however could not withſtand 
the ſolicitation of the ladies, and uſed 
frequently to ſell them tea, china, choco- 
late, India goods, and I am afraid brandy 
at an eaſy rate. This trade continued 
fome months, *till one of his cuſtomers 
being more rapacious than the reſt, laid 
out fifty pounds at once with him, in 
order to get as much as ſhe could buy 
from the fair trader for tripple the mo- 
ney; by which means her houſe was 
made a ware-houſe, and the exciſe people 
etting the ſcent of it, came to ſearch, 
Fund the goods upon her, and made a 
ſeizure of every one of them. 


 TuurorT was inſtantly blows ; the ho- 


7 


neſt grateful gentle woman told whence 
ſne had her commodities, and in three 
nights after, the officers having laid their 
ſcheme fell in with ſome boats which were 
laden with run geods, four of them fell 
into their hands, a rich booty ; but the 


veſſel in which was our Captain, and 


which was lighter laden than the reſt, 
had the good fortune to make the coaſt 


AND 


=] 


4; ny now a | ſeene opened itſelf; the 
commodities in the boat were worth a- 
bout two hundred pounds; but how tg: 
get them fold was the matter. Thurot 
With his accomplices depoſited them in 
fafe places, and it was propoſed. that two 
of them, who were Scotchmen, ſhould 


| take and diſpoſe of them about the W 


as e 


Tur deſign was approved, and 8 


ceeded ; for in leſs than three months 
the whole cargo was ſold off for near three 


hundred pounds, orte hundred and fifty of 


Which coming to Thurots ſnare, he made 
the beſt of his way to Edinburgh, where 
| having equipped himſelf like a gentleman, 
he was detarmined to make the heb. af: 
| his way to France. 


to viſit his native country; Mr. V- 
a gentleman of F rench extraction in 


But it was ſome time befbre he was: 


| Edinburgh, who. was a merchant and. 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


uſed frequently to ſend veſſels from 


Edinburgh to Londen, wanted a maſter 
| for one of his little ſloops, and having 
| ſeen. Fhurot, who paſſed for a ſea-faring 
| captain, and Mr. V 
| 


by his pronun- 
ciation of the Engliſh Language, finding 


out that he was a Frenchman made him 


| me offer. of it. 


: Tay ROT. 


LIN” 


Tub did not heſitate a moment 
about the acceptance of it: they ſtruck 
up a bargain, and the following week 
the Anie of Edinburgh, Thurot maſter, 
bound with linnen for London, ſet fail 
for the river Thames, where ſhe arrived 
fafe, but never returned, being burnt 
in the river with many others by ſome 

itch taking fire in a neighbouring ware- 
1 and Thurot having given an ac- 
count of his truſt to his employer's factor, 
fixed himſelf in London, taking lodgings 
in Paddington, where the author of theſe 
memoirs 7 mere accident got acquainted 
with him. 


From the year one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and forty-eight, to the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty-two, | 
Captain Thurot was going continually 
back and forward between France and 
England, and ſpent great part of his time 
in London, going by his real name. 
As I have ſaid before, he took up his firſt 
reſidence in Paddington, where he liv'd 
at the houſe of an apothecary, and al- 
ways appeared like a gentleman. 


In this place I have, been in company 
with him many times, and as he was a 
man of a remarkable free temper, he 
uſed frequently to entertain two or 3 


1 
of his more intimate acquaintance with 


* 


the recital of his adventures. 


I énever knew any man that had a 
better natural underſtanding; he ſpoke 
Engliſh perfectly well, ſcarcely with the 
accent of a foreigner, and had a great 
ſhare of the Iriſh language, which he 
acquired while he lived among the peo- 
ple of that nation. | | 


H ſung agreeably, play'd upon the 
German flute, the trumpet, and French 
horn: but the chief bent of his inclina- 
tions leaned towards navigation and for- 
tification : he had always ſome little 
plans, purely: the Efforts of his own un- 
informed genius, relative to thoſe arts 

about him, which he was conſtantly _ 
ſhewing to his companions ; and never 

ſeemed ſo thoroughly happy as when he 
got with people that had a ſmattering of 
the above-mentioned ſciences. The laſt 
time he was in England he lived in a 
court in Carey-ſtreet, Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, 
and was then inſtructed in the mathema- 
ticks by one Mr. Donnelly an Iriſh 
entleman, famous for his knowledge 
and abilities in mathematical ſtndies. 

Turk is a circumſtance relative to 
Thurot's behaviour while he was in 
England, which will ſerve to throw a 15 
'S - „ 
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light upon the real character of the man ; 
and, I know it to be fact. 


He uſed frequently to go to a club, 
which was held every Monday night ſome⸗ 
where about the Seven Dials, and con- 
ſiſted totally of foreigners, moſtly of 
Frenchmen : ſome of theſe gentlemen 
took it in their head one evening moſt 
groſsly to abuſe the Engliſh and Irifh, 
calling them every contemptuous name, 
which liquor and ill manners could ſug- 
geſt. Thurot liſtened: to them for ſome 
time with a good dale of patience ; till at 
length, finding they; intended: to ſet no 
bounds to their inſolence, he very calmly 
got up, and ſeizing:the. two which fart next 
to him, each. by. the noſe, without fay- 
ing a ſyllable he led them to the door, 
put them. out, and bolted it after them; 
then returning to his: ſeat ; come gentle- 
men,, ſaid he, let us drink about and call 
another ſubject. 


He was extremely punctual i in his en- 
gagements and payments, and when he 
found, his money near ſpent, he deſigned 
returning to his own country and com: 
mence a trading captain: He did fo, 
withdrawing from Paddington all of a 
ſudden, and we did not fee any thing 
of him for four or five months, when I 
. accident heard that he was then 

8 FCom- 
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commander of a ſhip in the river bound 


from Dunkirk, and that he — in 
Shad well. 


| In this place he lived with a woman 

|| who paſſed for his wife, and rented a 
houſe for three years, during which 
time he never failed of running over 7 
two or three times a year between Lon- 

don and Calais, Dunkirk, &c. 


| 
| 
| Ir bes been ſtrongly reported, 
{| that there was an Engliſh woman with 
| him during all his grand and laſt voyage 
at fea, I imagined if there was any truth 
| at all in the ſtory, that ſhe who lived with 
him at Shadwell muſt be the perſon. I 
therefore took ſome pains to enquire who 
| ſhe was, and find, that this woman did 
really go to France with him; and ſhe ei- 
ther was actually the wife, or had before 
been the trull of one of his ſailors, who was 
a half French and half Engliſhman. 


He had an extreme inclination to be 
made a free maſon; he was accordingly 
admitted in a lodge here: the conſequence 
of this, I am aſſured, by undoubted autho- 
rity, was. the following occurrence. 


[| DoxiNG his late voyage, foon after bis 

If! title ſquadron had put out to ſea, they met 

an Engliſn merchantman, laden with _ 
1 an 


L 23 ] 
and brandy from the Weſt Indies. It wilt i 
be needleſs to ſay, that ſhe made but a trif- 
ling reſiſtance : in fact, ſhe almoſt inſtantly 
ſtruck ; and the lieutenant of T hurot's ſhip 
was ſent to bring the captain on board. 


This man was a Free Maſon, and accord - 
ing to the cuſtom of that fraternity, made 
certain ſigns which is known by them all in 
common, in, order to find if any among the 
enemy were of the order. Fhurot inſtantly 
perceived and anſwered him; however he 

did not then take any further notice, but 
aſked the captain what his cargo conſiſted 
of; the ſailors were rejoiced when they 
heard of the unfortunate booty. But 
Thurot leaving his priſoner in the cabin, 
went up upon deck, and calling all his 
people about him, ſaid : | 


___ * GENTLEMEN | this is the firſt prize we 
have taken, and I heartily give you joy of it: 
yet it is but a trifling one, and when divided 
among us all will not be worth naming. 
Beſides, gentlemen, we go to conquer the 
_ enemy's country, not to ſeize her paultry 
merchandiſe ; and by my diſcourſe with the 
unhappy man below, who is the owner as 
well as maſter of the veſſel (which was re- 
ally the cauſe) I find if he loſes it, his ruin 
is infallible ; let us then ſcorn to take this 
ſmall booty, return it to him, and look af- 
ter better,” Here there was ſome mur- 
NW 
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muring : Well then, gentlemen, ſaid he, 
ſince you do not reliſh my propoſal, be eaſy; 
F give my honour, out of my own pocket 
to pay every man his dividend of this prize, 
and will let the veſſel go.” Upon this the 
ſailors were overpowered by the noble ge- 
neroſity of the captain. The poor Free- 
Matſon got his cargo ſafe, and a handſome 


preſent from Thurot into the bargain. 


Tux laſt time Thurot was in England T 


had not the pleaſnre of ſeeing him, being 


obliged to be in Wales upon ſome particu- 
lar affairs ; but I preſently heard from him 
while he was in London, and allo after he 


went to ſettle at Boulogne with his father.. 


IT ſeems the early taint which he receiv- 


ed from the Iriſhman, Farrel, who was 


a moſt infamous ſmuggler himſelf, ſtill 
ſtuck to him; and indeed I think it was 
the only thing to be alledged againſt him: 
this inclined him to hearken to a French 


gang, who offered to take him for their 


captain. He communicated- it to his fa- 


ther, who ſtrongly diſſuaded him againſt 


it; but Thurot was one of thoſe men 
who feared nothing; and though the 
ſmuggling trade is in France the moſt 
daring and dangerous that can be ima- 


gined, he followed the bent of his own 


will. It muſt be owned indeed that his 
| ; I, ITE 5 cad 
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great good ſenſe and moderation kept bis: 


bravoes from committing any very  mil- 
chievous outrages. 


He left off coming to England in the 
year 1752, and the very next year being 
in France I ſaw him; he then without 

any reluctance, told me the bottom he 
had embarked on, I repreſented to him 
in the ſtrongeſt manner I could, the 


hazardous life he had taken up ; but bse 
laughed at me. 


His chief place of reſidence was at 
Boulogne, where his trade was kept ſe- 
cret; tho' indeed had it been known, 
he was fo great a favourite with, the . 
town 's-people, I believe he might have 1 | 
paſſed his time ſecurely enough. He 
was alſo frequently at Calais, Dun- 
kirk; &c. and 16 credibly. informed, 4 
during his ſhort reign, as king of. te.; 
ſmugglers,” he did not export and im- 
port clandeſtinely, leſs than twenty 
thouſand pe worn Tk _ goods per 
Je. 22 11e 4001 biss 1 1 1 4 
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Bod here as Shs bad Petre. in ee 1 
he added indiſeretion to vice; and to ſay: 


the truth, proſperity, I believe, and ſuc- 
ceſs had lull'd him ſo far, as it does 


- | moſt who are in unjuſtifiable cauſes, that 
I * - he 
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he thought juſtice either would not, or 
dare not ſee him: but he was miſtaken; 
I chink indeed as it has happened, ſhe 
had recourſe to her ſcales only, and not 
to her ſword. 


Tas fon of Madam Tallard, his god- 
mother, whom we have before made 
mention of, was preſident of the province; 
and it being well known that ſmugglers 
did infeſt thoſe parts, though the go- 
| | vernment could not point out the very 
| individual delinquents, he had orders to 


be very vigilant, and if poſſible to put 
a a ſtop to their mal- practices. | 
"Hs performed his duty punctually, 
and two or three of his mermidons be- 
ing ſet upon the watch, it was not long 


ſmugglers, but of every perſon concerned n 
in the trade. 2 


cordingly; in one place he ſeized a whole 
covey of them together, and at the ſame 
Ii time arreſted ſeveral others 3. among the 
| firſt was poor Thurot. | 
1 5 \f 
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| In writing memoirs of the life of a pri- 
vate perſon, who till within a ſhort ſpace 
of time, was never employed in any one 
intereſting ſcene of action, there cannot 
be expected thoſe turns or adventures, 
which are ſo agreeable in a novel, neither 
can it be thought that, his ordinary em- 
ployments ſhould afford matter for a large | 
volume; all I mean to do here is (et down 
in a few occurrences, which happened 
within the ſphere of my own knowledge, 
which though in themſelves are inſignifi- 
cant, become of conſequence, in as much 
as they may ſerve to give ſome idea of a 
man, who has ingroſled a great deal of 
the attention of the world, and particular- 
ly, raiſed the curioſity of this nation, 


TavroT's natural inclination to fortifi- 
cation, gave him a deſire to ſee all our 
buildings of that fort, which I believe he 
did, walking to moſt of thoſe within th r- 
ty miles of London, during the freque'nt | 
receſſes between his ſeveral paſſages; and 
I have often heard him ſay, how eaſy a | 
matter it would be for to invade theſe 
kingdoms, though neither he norl at that 
time had any thought of his being one day 
that very invader himſelf, 
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THreRe was eight months at one time, 


between his leaving England and his re- 
turning to it, occaſioned by ſome diſagree- 
ment between his owners: during that 


time I received ſeveral letters from him, 


but they are all deſtroyed except the fol- 
|. lowing: 8 


Dunkirk, June 5, 1752. 


Find it is a very ſelfiſh motive that makes 
me write to you, my deſign being to 
extort an anſwer. If you had fo much 
diſintereſted charity as to write without ex- 
pecting a reply, I ſnould certainly receive 


the favour with the utmoſt gratitude and 


modeſty, However it is well you indulge 
my talent cf impertinence, and ncver 


ſtrictly inſiſt upon common - ſenſe. 


I have already told you, that my affairs 


would oblige me to remain on this ſide of 
the water till next ſummer. New oppo- 


ſitions every day ariſe to my returning to 


England: but I hope to ſurmount them 
all, and once more enjoy the company of 


my good friends in Cateaton-Street, a- 


mong which I chiefly reckon yourſelf. 


Iam 


7 


l am very much concerned to hear you 


have been out of order, yet was far 


from thinking your letter the effect of the 
ſpleen: for I am really perſuaded it was 
written in one of your gayeſt humours. 
To a mind turned like yours, the thoughts 
of death can have very few terrors. I 
fancy you will be pleaſed with the lines 
which a gentleman of our country, as I 
have been told, ordered to be written over 
his cloſet door. I know you like verſes, 
and therefore write them: | 

Las d'eſperer et de me plaindre, 

De l'amour des grands et du fort, 

C'eſt ici que jattens la mort 

Sous la deſierer, ou la craindre. 
C'eſt bien le characture, le plus beau, et 
le plus rare qu'on peut avoir: but I beg 
pardon for writing French, and yet I can 
hardly think you will be able to make out 
my Engliſh. | 


My letter is of a convenient length; | 
therefore with my moſt humble ſervice to 


Fe ſuis, Sc. Sc. 


Ir was agreed between us, that we 
ſhould write nothing but Engliſh to each | 
other, in order to perfect him in the lan- 


guage 


30 
guage: and this letter is, I think, no very 
bad inſtance of his ſkill and undertaking. 


IT is needleſs to expatiate on the diſ- 
treſsful circumſtance of confinement to a 
perſon of Thurot's volatile diſpoſition. 
After being examined by Monſieur Tal- 
lard, he was ſent to Dunkirk, and there 
confined in the common priſon ; but his 
father and ſome other friends had ſuch 
power over the good-natured magiſtrate, 


- that he promiſed to do his utmoſt to fave 
_TFhurot's life; whom he was himſelf alſo 


very well inclined towards, having 
been his play-fellow when a boy, and per- 
fectly remembring the regard which his 
mother had for him. | 


Tur other ſmugglers were now every 


day breaking upon the wheel, and hang- 


ing, while our unfortunate hero lay ſnug 
in his dungeon : from this place I had the 
following letter from him: 


_ Dunkirk 


yo us * 
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Dunkirk, December 12, 17534. 


Dear Sir, 


T HOUGH it is not without ſome pain 


that I date a letter to you from this 
miſerable place, yet I thought I ſhould be 
inexcuſable, was I not to inform fo good 
a friend of my ſituation; which, tho 
wretched enough God knows, I dare 
ſwear you will be pleaſed to hear, is not 
likely to cloſe with a ſhameful death, my 
good friends. ſeeming to conſider every 
thing but my deſerts. I do aſſure you! 
now heartily deteſt and deſpiſe myſelf for 
the wicked and ridiculous part J have act- 
ed, and ſincerely wiſhT had taken your 
good advice; but I am willing to think 
Providence orders every thing for the beſt. 
Pen and ink. being allowed me is a great 
favour; but at prefent I will not treſspaſs 
on you farther, than to aſſure you that 


9 am, Sc. 


SHORTLY © 
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 $HorTLY after this, he was command- 
ed up to Paris, 'with an intent that he 
ſhould make diſcoveries, that might pre- 

vent the robberies of the ſmugglers for 
the future. He remained there in pri- 
ſon ſeveral months, but during his exa- 


minations convinced ſome people in pow- 


er, that ſhould the war break out with 
England, which, was at that time con- 
triving, and in the form of an invaſion 


too, Monſ. Thurot might be rendered 
a ſerviceable man. | 


Tu HIS e dende together with 

Morſ. Tallard's intereſt, not only pro- 
cured him his liberty, but the command 
of one of the King's "loo ps, and his fa- 
ther got a penſion of 888 hundred livres 
per annum, for what ſervices his ſon | 


might do his country. 


Arrer thin I had never any correſ- 
pondence with him: but know, that 
finding in the beginning of the war that 
his ſloop was not likely to be much 
employed, and the thoughts of invading 
England was lade aſide, he deſired per 
miſſion to go on board a Dunkirk pri- 
vateer, in which he commanded till the 
beginning of the ſummer of the memo- 


rable 


JJ eb Eee LTC 


. 


rable year one thouſand ſeven hundred 
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TE it was that the French mini- 
ſtry, as the dernier reſort, determined to 
invade this iſland, and make us feel the 
force of Gallic indignation: moſt terrible 
indeed ! | 


TavuroT was pitched upon as a man, 
rather to frighten us, than do any real 
miſchief, He ſpoke Engliſh, he knew 
both the Britiſh and Iriſh channels, he 


would be of great uſe in putting us in 


confuſion, while Conflans deſtroyed us. 


Taz ſcheme was; that Thurot ſhould 
go to Ireland, while Conflans was here; | 
in order to make that kingdom, eaſy e- 


nough to take an alarm, fo anxious in | 


preſerving her own ſafety, and fo full of 
her own danger, that ſhe could not think 
of ſending any ſuccour to her neighbour. 


Trvror having got his orders and e- 
very thing ready, failed out of Dunkuk 
harbour, on the evening of the twenty- fe- 
cond of October, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſifty-nine, with the followirg 


ſhips in his little ſquadron :, Marſhal Be- 
leiſle of fifty-four guns, two frigates of 


thirtv- 


T7 - 
thirty-ſix each, one of twenty: ſix, and a 
cutter. He failed in a hard gale at South 
Weſt ; arrived at Oſtend the next day, and 
the ſame evening failed again northward. 
He had fifteen hundred land- men on 
board, moſt of whom were preſſed and 
picked up in priſons. The officers (ſuch 
as they were) went on board with the 
greateſt reluctance. | 


\ ö 


Tx fitſt port he made was that of Got- 
tenburg, from whence the two following 
extracts oſ original letters; one from Cap- 
tain Gorrel, to his owners at Liverpool; 
the other from Liverpool; will ſerve to give 
us a perfect inſight to his ſituation : 


Cottenburg, November 3, 1739. 


| I Wrote to you from hence the twenty- 
I ſeventh /t. and then told you how I 
was blocked up by Monſ. Thurot, with 
five frigates and one cutter - We lay in 
- the road three days, during which time 
they rowed round and round our ſhip, and 
took particular notice of us: I alſo took all 
the notice I could of them ; two frigates 
lay a-head of us, two a-ſtern, and one a 
little within the rocks to watch the ſhips, 
&c. So far as I can learn and obſerve, 


"> Thurot's 
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Thurot's fleet are in want of many things, | 
ſuch as anchors and cables; for by all ac- 


counts they ſlipped them when they left - 


Dunkirk. They have alſo employed all 


the bakers in Gottenburgh, and have 


bought up all the beef they can meet 


with, Another cutter is arrived here; ſo 


that now there are two, one of eight guns 


and the other of ten; one of which they 


are now heaving down and cleaning. 


One of the frigates has her top-maſt down, 
occaſioned, I ſuppoſe, by ſomething be- 


ing amiſs with her maſt. It is moſt 
certainly true, that they have a great 


number of land-forces with them, for 


they appear on. board like bees about a 
hive; the number is ſaid here to be two | 
thouſand two hundred land ſoldiers, of ſe- 

veral Scotch and Iriſh regiments, One of 


my ſailors ſpoke with ſome of them in I. 


riſh, and was anſwered in the ſame lan- 
guage. They have many gentlemen 'on ! 
board, and when on ſhore make a fine ap- 

pearance, being full of money. It is 
whiſpered about here, that they will -be 
ready to ſail from hence in ſeven or eight 
days. They behaved with great complai- 
ſance to us when we lay amongſt them, 


but as I did not like my company, we took 
the firſt opportunity of leaving them, 


and are now lying above the Caſtle : 
They have taken two brigs, and brought 


them 
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them into this harbour, one they ranſom- 
ed: her ranſom-bill is No. 6. which makes 
us believe that they have taken ſix ſail. 
They all rigged in the ſame manner as our 
men of war, with red vanes, long heads 

to their top-gallant maſts, and the top gal- 
luant maſts ſtrike abaft, the top-maſts with 
ſprit-ſail top-fails rigged, and the cutters 
are rigged the ſame as our Engliſh cutters; 
and, upon the whole, they appear very 
like Engliſh ſhips of war. The wind is 
coming ſtrong again to the weſtward, 
which I hope will bring an Engliſh fleet to 
our releief: four of our men of war, I 
am ſure, would be very ſufficient to keep 
them in here, and they might lie very ſafe 
at anchor in the road. The Antigua Mer- 
chant is ready to fail with us for Liverpool, 

and ſifteen for London and Hull. 


Liverpool 
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Liverpool, Dec. 7, 1759. 


FD APTAIN Rimmer of the Gorrell ar- 


A rived here from Gottenburgh on Sun- 
day laſt, farther informs us, that Monſ. Thu- 
rot, with his ſquadron of five privateer-fri- 
gates, and two cutters, left Gottenburgh on 
the fourteenth «u/t. Thurot's frigate, the Mar- 


ſhalBelleiſle,mounts forty-four guns, vig. thir- 


ty nine- pounders upon one deck, four eigh- 
teen pounders below, and the reſt only quar- 
ter- deck and forecaſtle guns; ſhe has a black 
lion-head, appears very ill hogged in the 


midſhips; and is painted black and red. 
Numb. 2. is a frigate of thirty-two guns, viz. 


twenty-eight nine pounders on one deck, the 


reſt are quarter deck and forecaſtle Kall 


has a yellow lion- head ſtanding remarkably 
high, is painted yel:ow and black. Numb. 


3. is a frigate of the ſame number of guns, 


painted black, with a large figure- head. 


Numb. 4. is a frigate of thirty guns, viz. 


.twenty-four on the main-deck, and the reſt 
quarter-deck and forecaſtle guns; ſhe has a 
figure-head painted white and yellow, and 
her ſides black and yellow. —Numb. 5. is a 
frigate of twenty guns on one deck, is paint- 


ed black and yellow, with a ſhort quarter- 


deck. The two cutters have long top-gallant- 
- maſts, one of them is pierced for ten and the 
other eight guns, exactly in the Engliſh form. 


Tus 
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_ Tae frigates, when they came into Got. 
tenburgh, were very foul, as if come off 
from a long voyage, and were deſtitute of 
many neceſlaries ; had very few ſeamen on 
board, but full of land forces, commanded 
by a Major General; moſt of the ſoldiers 
were in blue faced with white, and others 
all white. Whilſt they remained at Gotten- 
burgh, nineteen days, they were fully. em- 
ployed in cleaning their ſhips, getting new 
top-maſts, new rigging for their veſſels, vic- 
tualling and watering; the demand for bread 
and eatables was ſo great, that they raiſed 
the prices conſiderably at market, and the 
S'edes aſſiſted them all in their power; 


ſending them their Eaſt-India ſhips boats to 


Vater with, and procuring them cables in 
lieu of thoſe they had ordered to be made, 
which would have detained them before fi- 
niſhed. During their ſtay the land and ſea 
officers quarrelled ; the former not being ac - 
quainted with the place of their deſtination; 
On Nov. 6. whilft the French frigates lay in 
Calf. ſound, the Penzance man of war ap- 
peared at the mouth of the harbour in com- 
pany with four or five neutral ſhips, as 
"ſhe was going up to Elſineur, and fired a 
gun to take all ready under convoy, which 
55 affrighted the Frenchmen, that they 
flipp'd their cables and run up above * 
i : . caſtle 
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caſtle for ſecurity. . When they ſailed, the 
commodore and ſecond veſſel carried white 
whifflers or pendants forward, all the reſt 
had red vanes, and they had their ſteering | 

ſails and ſmall fails all ready bent in the 1 
ſhrouds. to run away with. Captain Rim- 

| mer came out of Gottenburgh two days al- 
ter Thurot, and is of opini n, by the winds 
he met with, that they could not reach 
Scotland, but would be obliged to go to | 
Norway.” | "0 a } 
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AFTER this a thouſand falſe reports were 
ſpread of him; but nothing of conſequence | 
till his appearance on the coaſt of Ireland. A | 

full account of which follows: -þ 
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Carrickfergus, Feb. 21. On the garri- 
þ Ffon's obſerving three frigates coming up un- 
der Engliſh colours, they concluded they 
were our own ſhips, on ſome expedition; 
but obſerving that inſtead of failing before 

the caſtle, as is uſual, they made for Kill⸗ 
root Point; they thought proper to tend out 
Captain Jennings in "a King's Boat to re- 
connoitre, who, on approaching near them, 
obſerved them landing with their flat-bot- 
tomed boats, which they effected very ſud- 
denly. On the captain's return the garriſon i 
took the alarm; but alas, they were but 
| | 2 two 
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two hundred in number, moſtly undiſci- 
plined recruits, and had three hundred 
| French priſoners to 3 The brave 
mayor, Willoughby Chaplin, Eſq; got the 
| Militia under arms, and though aſked by | 
Colonel Fleming, the commander in chief, 
to go into the caſtle, he bravely refuſed, and 
in his own gallant phraſe faid ; © He would 
go out with his dear boys, and meet the pol- 
| troons, and have a knock with them: 
which he moſt reſolutely did by marching 
to the Scotch quarters, and lining the 
hedges, gave them a fire which killed fort⸗h- 
three men of the enemy, and wounded their 
| general in chief, who lived only to ſign the 
articles of capitulation. 1 alk OM 


Ir deſerves to be remarked, that one of 
the worthy mayor's men killed three 
French- men himſelf, but ſtooping over the 
laſt (who appeared to be a perſon of di- 
ſtinftion) was unfortunately ſhot through 
the head. But what makes the whole af. 
fair the more ſurpriſing, and we hope is a 
happy preſage of our ſhortly chaſtiſing their 
inſolence, is, that the brave ſtout lads (as 
their worthy leader calls them) loſt but five 
men, although they were obliged, as they 
W were marching out to meet the enemy, to 

ſend back forty of their company to eſcort 

the French priſoners” to Belfaſt. After all 
=” | "they 


po ſſeſſion of Mr. 


1E . 
they made a retreating fight of it back a- 
gain into the caſtle. 
on their landing they immediately ſeized 


the houſe of Mr. Brice of Killroot, and made 
him, his wife, &c. priſoners, and ſent him 


on board their ſhips; they likewiſe ſeized 
Caſtle Dobbs, and made priſoners the ſquire 


and his lady, and a colonel who was on a vi- 


ſit at the houſe; they pillaged both houſes 
of every thing; they likewiſe got Squire 
Ennis into their hands; but what even af- 


fects the publick is, that they have carried 
off every yard of linnen that was in the 
James Allen, one of the 


moſt conſiderable linnen-drapers in the 
North. They took the gentlemens horſes} 
and drew ten pieces of cannon to the Scotch 
Quarter-Bank, where they fixed a battery, 
which played on the half-moon, and gate of 
the caſtle without intermiſſion. There were 
no proviſion in the caſtle, but what the 
mayor ordered in on the. firſt alarm, from 


his own houſe, being the beef, pork, ang 
meal of his own private family: nor was 


there one cannon on a carriage, nor proper 
ammunition in the 


ſuing day after being attacked, when they 


were obliged to capitulate, and become pri- 
loners of war. They have got the Colonel, ll 


= 
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But as to the French, 


place, and yet the brave 
garriſon, who were but an handful, held out 
till four o'clock in the morning of the en- 
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5 W to 
the Mayor, Dean Benſon, Squire Wilſon, 
Mr d Spaight, Nc. 8 8 | 


On the receiving this melancholy news, 


it is impoſſible to expreſs with what alacrity 
and chearfulneſs every one able to carry a gun 
flew to arms. There are already more than 


| three thouſand five hundred militia in Bel- 
faſt ; who march down every day to Wood- 
burn, within a mile of them, where they wait 


for their coming out, but they keep them- 


ſelves cloſe, and are intrenched up to the 
chin; it was with the greateſt difficulty that 
lieutenant-general Strode has with-held his 
men till the artillery arrives, (which is com- 
ing from Charlemount) from ruſhing into the 


town, and attacking them ſword in hand, 


Tais night General Firzwilliams, Lord 
Neu / battle, &c. with a party of the light 


horſe, arrived in this town, who are to be 
followed by three thouſand troops to-morrow 


with a train of artillery ; ſo that the country 
need not be under the leaſt apprehenſions 


from ſuch a parcel of wretches, who have 
been ſo long on board, and whom the moſt 
exaggerating accounts does not make to ex- 
ceed one thouſand men. | 


Ox the arrival of the news in this town, 5 
Cornet Scott, Mr . Willtam Ogle, Mr . Corry, 8 


and 
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and the other gentlemen of this place, im- 
mediately aſſembled at the market houſe, 
and got the militia under arms, and though 
we, as a maritime town, dare not ſend off 
our militia for fear of a ſurpriſe, from an 
enemy that muſt be deſperate; yet the gen- 
tlemen earneſtly recommended to any young 
| gentlemen who would chuſe to do fo, to go 
and aſſiſt our brethren in this critical con- 
junQuure, and immediately Mr. Thomas 
Warring, Mr. Andrew Thompfon,Mr. James 
Ogle, Mr. John Hutchinſon, Mr. Wier, Mr. 
Boyde, Mr. Braddock, and many more 
marched off, and were followed by above 
eighty brave fellows : it would be doing- in- 
juſtice to merit, not to mention Mr. Adam 
Maitland on this important occaſion ; he ha 
exerted himſelf in an extraordinary manner, 
and was as far as Drogheda yeſterday, to 
ſollicit arms, &c. from the government, and 
ſtopped on hearing the ſuccours were on 
their march; loyal Squire Johnſon of Trey- 
mont, went through this country from houſe- 
to houſe, and collected together every one 
who had a weapon whom he entertained at 
his own . houſe, and conducted the French 
priſoners into this town at their head, toge- | 
ther with a party of gentlemen who went to ll 
Ban-Bridge to receive them ; the ſame wor- 
thy gentleman marched to-day at the head 
of his intrepid lads to Carrickfergus. - 


, 


I have bi 
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I have no more to add, but de it is a 
bud taſk to do juſtice: to the merit of every 
party vying with each other, who ſhall exert 
— moſt upon this important occa- 
ſion the Roman catholick gentlemen have 

offered to give their wives and children as 
- boſtages X* their loyalty at this time, and 
offered to march, it the government will 

- pleaſe to entruſt them with arms, along with 
their fellow ſubjects againſt the common 
enemy; I can aſſure — public of the truth 
of the following, viz, That the prieſt of 
this 8 offered his own horſe, bridle and 

; together with daily pay, to any 
young . — lad that would Me down 
| reruns, HED: 


Oy the firſt intelligence of the . of 
the French, nothing could exceed the ala- 
crity. of the Rich-Hill, Market-Hill, Ar- 
magh, Lurgan, and "Warrington: militia, 
who immediately marched for -Belfaſt ; the 


Rich- Hill militia were conducted by the ho- 


Ons colonel Richardſon of the ſaid town. 


W hear they have broken down one t 
the long bridges of Belfaſt, to prevent any 
ſurpriſe from the county of Down ſide, as 
the enemy might eaſily paſs over the bay 
from Carrick to Holliwood, and ſurpriſe them 
from that quarter ; the gentlemen of Bel- 
faſt behave in an extraordinary manner on 


this © 


this occaſion, the moſt conſiderable of them jo | 


takes the meaneſt militia man. into his own 1 
houſe, and entertains him at his on table. 
| | Tue Rev. Mr. Cherry of Tandragee, has 
ſet a pattern worthy of imitation, Who has 
marched down at the head of ſixty brave fel-. 
| lows of his congregation ; and the Rev. Mr. 

Michael Henry, of Drumbanagher has the 

ſame number ready to march, only waiting 
for arms; and the Rev. Mr. Hacket of the 
ſaid pariſh, is induſtriouſly encouraging the 
youths of his congregation, to embark in the 
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Tus following paſſages will ſet the wif 

dom, bravery, and at the ſame time conſter- | 
nation of the Iriſh in a proper light: | 


|, Dublin, Fb. 28, 1760. 


7.ESTERDAY morning a little before 
eleven o'clock, an account was received 
that a body of French, ſuppoſed to be about 
a thouſand men, were landed at Carrickfer- 
gus on Thurſday morning. Immediately up- 
on receipt of this intelligence, his Grace 
the Lord- Lieutenant gave orders for the aſ- 
ſembling with the utmoſt expedition at 
Newry, four regiments of infantry, viz. 
-Pole's, Anſtruther's, Sandford's, and Se- 
9 bright's; 
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| bright's ; and the three regiments of dra- 
| goons, viz Moſton's, Yorke's, and Whit- 
| ley's; and his Grace made no doubt, that 
| ſhould the French be hardy enough to ha- 
| zard themſelves at any diſtance from their 
ſhips, the troops he ſhould be able to get to- 
1 = in a few days, wilt be more than 
ufficient to protect the country from any 
violence, and to drive them out of the 
| Kingdom. And this morning, at half paſt 
| ſeven, a farther account was received; Fhat 
| lieutenant-colonel Jennings had ſuffered 
| himſelf, with four companies of major ge- 
neral Strode's regiment under his command 
at Carrickfergus, to be made priſoners. of 
war; And that, on the twenty ſecond inthe 
morning, about eight o clock, a fag of truce 
came to Belfaſt, and made a demand of ſe- 
| veral articles of proviſion, and other neceſ- 
| faries, to be delivered that day at two o clock, 
promiſing to pay forithem; and threatening, 
ia caſe of refuſal, to burn Carrickfergus, 
and afterwards to come and burn Belfaſt 
alſo; with which demands the gentlemen of 
| Belfaſt thought it beſt to comply. The 
| French priſoners of war had been removed 
| ſrom Carrickfergus and Belfaſt to. Liſburn, 


Dublin, Feb. 24. This evening his Grace 
| the Lord-Lieutenant received the following 
letter from Major-General] Strode, dated at 
_ Belfaſt, 


IS 


Belfaſt, Feb. 23 1760, at fix in the even 


ing, VIE. * 


nformation of Benjamin Hall, Leu- 


tenant and Adjutant of my regiment, h 
this moment atrived here, on his parole, 


from Carrickfergus, in order to get proviſi- 
ons for the officers and ſoldiers of my regi- 


ment there, ſays, that on the twenty · firſt inſt; 
three ſhips appeared off the iſle of Magee; 


ſtanding in ſhore, for the Bay of C 4 
fergus ; and at eleven o chock came to an 


anchor, about two miles and a half to the 


north-eaſt part of the caſtle, and within 
muſquet-ſhot of the ſhore at Killroot: point. 


At this time the ſmall number of troops be- 


longing to the garriſon were at exerciſe, |; 
about half a mile on the road to Belfaſt; an 
at a quarter after eleven o clock, the guard |! 
was turned out, made up and marched off, 
to relieve that on the French priſoners in the 
caſtle; the reſt of the men continued in the 


field of exerciſe, where an account was ſoon 
brought, that the three ſhips, juſt come to 
an anchor, had taken and detained two. fiſh- 


ing boats, and, with them and ſeveral others 
were plying on and off betwixt the: ſhore and 


the ſhips; on which, immediate orders: 
were ſent to the caftle for both guards to. 
continue under arms, and double centries; 
ever the French priſoners, and to be parti 
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cularly ſtrict and watchful over them, till 
ſuch time as they could be ſatisfied, whether 


they were friends or enemies; though at 


the ſame time, a ſtrong report prevailed with 


ſome, that it was an Engliſn frigate, and twe 


ſtore⸗ſnips: but to be convinced what they 
Were, after the troops had aſſembled in the 

market - place, the (aid Lieutenant Hall, went 
af with a reconnoitring party, and took 


poſton ' riſing ground, where he cold 
plainly peiceive eight boats, ak amen 


men, and that they drew out in detachments, 


and took poſt on the dykes, hedges, and all 


the riſing grounds, from whence they could 
have moſt extenſive. views; upon which he 


| miſtion: officers, and men, to have a watch- 
fil eye on their approaches, and to take par- 


| ticular care that they did not get round 


them, by going at the foot of the hill, un- 
diſcovered: in order to prevent which, he 
ſoon as ever the advanced guard came with- 
in ſhot, to fire at them, and continue ſo 
to do, until they repulſed them, or if neceſ- 
ſtated to retreat, he likewiſe pointed that out 
to them, with orders to take every opportu- 
nity, on advantage of the ground. in their re- 
treat, to retard the enemy s approach, and to 
be ſure to keep a communication with the 
town as much as poſſible; and on this he 
1 immediately 


F — wud as 


gave the neceſſary orders to his non-com- 
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immediately went tothe er ee 
Lieutenant Colonel Jennings, where he foun 
him with the troops on the parade, who im- 
mediately ordered detachments to be made 
to defend the gates of the town, and all the 


avenues leading thereto. Soon after which | 


the reconnoitring party retired, after having 
ſpent all their ammunition ; during which 
time, the Lieutenant Colonel and chief ma- 
ziſtrate of the town, ſent off the ſheriff, and. 
Mr. Mucklewaine (who is captain of the mi- 
litia of the corporation) with orders to take 
off the French priſoners of war, and convey 
- them with all ſpeed to Belfaſt, where they 

were to receive further orders from me. By | 
this time the enemy were in full march for 
the town, which he computed to be near 
one thouſand men; and two or three ſtrag- 

gling huſſars an horſes, they had picked up 

after landing, attempted to enter the gate 
but, on the firſt fire retired, but were ſoon 
ſupported by parties of foot, who attacked 
both the North and Scotch gates, as alſo the 
garden walls of Lord Donnegall, who were 
repulſed alſo, and kept back as long as the 
men had ammunition ; on which Col. Jen- 
nings ordered the whole to retire to the 
caſtle ; which he had ſufficient time to do, as 
at this time the enemy was a little checked 
from our-fire; and would have been more 
ſo, had the men 15 ammunition. long | 
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the gates of the caſtle were ſhut, they made 
their appearance in the market-place ; and 
then it was in his opinion the deſtruction of 
the enemy would have commenced, had it 
not been ſtill: (he begs leave again to ob- 
ſerve) the then dreadful want of ammanition, 
notwithſtanding the fupply of powder they 
had a few days before, from Belfaſt, by my 
order, but were in want of ball, and even 
time, if they had that, to make. them up; 
from which, the enemy, finding our fire fo 
cool, attacked the gates ſword in hand, which, 
from the battering of the ſhot on both ſides, 
the bolts were knock'd back, and the gates 
opened, and the enemy marched in; but 
Lieutenant Colonel Jennings, Lord Walling- 
ford, Captain Bland, Lieutenant Ellis, with + 
ſome gentlemen, and about fifty men, re- 
"pulſed the enemy, and beat them back. 
Here it was he ſaw great reſolution in a few 
Iriſh boys, who defended the gate, after it 
was opened, with their bayonets;. and thoſe 
from the Half Moon, after their ammuni- 
tion was govie, threw ſtones and bricks. Had 
this. attack of the enemy been ſupported 
with any degree of courage, they muſt 
certainly have ſucceeded in it, but they re- 
tired back under cover leaving the gate 
open with our men in the front of it, which 
gave them a ſhort time to conſider what was 
the beſt to be done; firſt, to ſee the men's 

E ammunition, 
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ammunition, Which, if they had had any, 
would have certainly ſallied, and even ſo 
without it, had not Colonel Jennings, and 
all the officers: thought the enterprize too 
hazardous. Then they conſidered, if the 
gate could be defended, the breach in the 
caſtle wall could not, it being near fifty feet 
long and, having but a ſhort time to de- 
liberate; all agreed, a parly ſhould be beat, 
and Lieutenant Hill ſent out to know on 
what terms they might ſurrender : which 
Was accordingly done ; and on his 89+ 


ing out, found the greateſt part of the 


enemy under ſhelter of the old walls and 
houſes before the caſtle- gate; and after the 
uſual ceremony, demanded of the Com- 


mandant, (the General being wounded) 


what terms would be given the troops 


on their ſurrender, and at the ſame time 


ſent the drum to call Colonel Jennings 


out of the caſtle, in order to treat with the 
French Commandant on articles of ca- 
pitulation, which, he ſays, as well as he can 


4 Colonel Jennings demanded, That the 

troops ſhould march out with all the ho- 
nours of war, and, the officers to be on 
their, parole in Ireland, and not be ſent 
priſoners to France; the ſoldiers alſo to 
: | "—M ſtay 
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ſtay in Ireland, and that an equal num» 
ber of French priſoners ſhould be ſent 
to France, within one month, or as ſoon af- 


ter as ſhips could * * ready” for Ds pur. 
poſe. Granted. 


That the caſtle of e ſhould 
not be demolifhed, or any of the ſtores 


— 


F 1 or taken out o it. Granted. 


That the Town and aer of Cariick- 
teu s ſhould not be plundered or burnt, 
on 2 the Mayor and Corporation 
furniſhed the French troops with a 
proviſions. Granted. 


| \-Theſi, as 22 as he can ner were 

the: verbal articles agreed on, though, on 
Writing them, the French Commandant, | 
after conſulting his principal officers, de- 
elared, he could by no means, anſwer 
to his maſter the French King, granting 
to his Britannic-Majeſty the ſtores in the 
caſtle, which he infiſted' upon; and Colonel 
| Hunke: to his great grief, had it not in 
| his power to refuſe, declaring ſolemnly, at 
| the ſame time, with a grave countenance, 
that he had rather have been buried in 
the ruins. To which the French Com- 


mandant replied, That he could not in- 
ert it in the articles of capitulation, 
4 yet 
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yet he would give his word and honour, and 

did fo, that, if there was nothing of great | 
value in the caſtle, belonging to the king, | 
beſides powder, he would not touch it, 


(which there really was not) but how far he 


would keep his promiſe, is not yet known. | 
Likewiſe the magiſtrates of Carrickfergus, 
not furniſhing the French with neceſfary : 
proviſions, they plundered the town, decla- 
ring, it was their own fault, as they were 


convinced they had it in their own power to 


ſupply them, as they had found enough in 


the town afterwards. 


Mx. Hall further informs me, that he | 


has diſcovered by ſome of the French, there 
was a diſagreement betwixt their General, 


and Captain Thurot, the General being for | 


twenty each. 55 


LizuTeNanT Hall begs leave to preſent | 
his duty to your Grace, and hopes your” | 


Grace will excuſe any inaccuracy, that may 


the attack of Carrick, and Thurot for land- 
ing at the Whitehouſe, and attacking Bel» } 
fall. He likewiſe judges the frigates tio 
be, one of forty guns, the other two about | 


be in his deſcription, as he was no ways pro- 


vided with any papers, but his memory, and 
often interrupted by numbers of gentle- 
men 
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men of the militia, who were crowding per- 
petualh in the room to receive orders. 


Ls 


* 


l beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Beifap, Feb. 23. | 
2 1760. 3 1 My Lord, Se. 


© WILL. STRODE. 


q Bestozs this, I do not think there is any 
thing to be depended upon that we have 
heard, every one knows of the engagement 
which enſued between his Majeſty's ſhips 
nd thoſe of Thurot's little ſquadron, upon 

is leaving Ireland; and of this engage- 
ment no account can be ſo faithful, as that 
to be found in the following : 


Copy 


* 
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Copy of a letter from Capt. Elliott, of his 

Majeſty's ſhip Zolus, to Mr. Clevland, ' 
dated in Ramſey Bay, in the Iſle of Man, 
the 29th of February, 17606. 54 


P LEASE to acquaint the Right Hon. 
my Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty, That on the 24th inſtant, I recei- 
ved information at Kinſale, from his Grace | 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, that there 
were three ſhips of the enemy's at Carrick- 
fergus. The ſame evening I failed with his 

Majeſty's ſhip under my command, toge- 
ther with the Pallas and Brilliant, in queſt ! 
of them. I made the entrance of Carrick- 
fergus on the evening of the 26th, but could 
not get in, the wind being contrary, and 
very bad weather. On the 28th at four in 
the morning, we got ſight of them, and 
gave chace. About nine I got up along- 
ſide their commodore (off the Iſle of Man) 
and in a few minutes after the action be- 
came general, and laſted about an hour 
and half, when they all three ſtruck their 
colours. They are, the Marſhal Belleiſle of 
forty- four guns, and five hundred and for- 
ty-five men, including troops, M. Thurot 
commander, who is killed; the La Blonde 
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of thirty-two guns, and four hundred men, 
8 Capt. La Kayce; and the 
Terpſichore of twenty-ſix guns and three 
hundred men, commanded by Capt. Deſ- 

rauaudais. I put into this road to repair the 
mips, who are all much diſabled in their 
maſts and rigging, the Marſhal Belleiſle in 
particular, who loſt her boltſprit, mizen- 
maſt and main-yard in the action; and it 
was with great difficulty we prevented her 
linking. „„ tos Fi 


Ir is with the greateſt pleaſure I acquaint 

their Lordſhips, that the officers and men 
of his Majeſty's ſhips behaved remarkably 
well on this occaſion. 95 


I ſhall ule the greateſt diſpatch in getting 
the ſhips refitted, and propoſe returning to 
Plymouth, or ſome other port in England, 
as ſoon as poſſible, if I do not receive their 
Lordſhips directions before the ſhips are got 
ready. e 


' IncLoseD is an account of the killed and | 
wounded on board his Majeſty's ſhips. 


1 am, &c. i 
JOHN ELLIOTT. 
EE Killed 


191 
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N. B. I find it impoſſible to aſcertain th | 


_ the enemy killed and wounded, 
heſt accounts Jean get, they 
rent: t to about three hundret. 


; 


As to Thurot's perſon, it was rather ro-- | 
buſt nome; and he was rather comely | 


_ handſome ; very brown, and extream- 


: He was about ſix or ſeven and 
b Jede old, andi had a very fmall ſear 


is left eye, fehlen; rather an ad- 


malle to Jing: than otherwiſe: This 1 
think'1s a faithful picture of him, unleſs he 
was much altered from the time I ſaw him, 
th he was killed, 
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9 „ THHEwere ſeveral bales'of chendes 
found on board his ſhips, particularly linens ; 
however I am well aſſured, that he paid for 
every thihg he had in Ireland, as well as he 
was able; it! might, and no! doubt was, 


a thing impoſlible to reſtrain the "rapacity of 
bis people. 


K He 


